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own accord, and as for admitting members to sit without
any engagement to the Government, such a thing was
never heard of, and "besides, the House had decided not
to readmit them. And he politely expressed his surprise
that they thought him capable of so far forgetting his
duty to his commission as to question the resolution.
Thoroughly disheartened the deputations retired to fall
into the hands of enthusiastic staff-officers, who filled
them with new wonder. Monk seems to have told his
friends to do their best to remove any bad impression his
reception of the addresses might arouse, and they inter-
preted their instructions with some freedom. Lavish
promises were made in the general's name, and every one
was told to proceed actively with the petitioning without
paying the slightest attention to what Monk pretended to
think of them.

So the people only shouted more loudly and the bells
rang more merrily as the triumph went on through
Harborough, Northampton, Dunstable, till on the 28th
St. Albans was reached. Here a halt was made to allow
the columns to close up and for the crucial request to be
made. For Monk determined from here to despatch the
letter which had been prepared at Nottingham. Clarges
was sent on before to pave the way for its reception. It
was. a critical moment. The House had just confirmed
Monk's commission of general. It was a rank then con-
sidered so dangerously exalted as to be hardly ever con-
ferred. Indeed before the Revolution it had seldom been
borne except by the sovereign, and already the quidnuncs
began to talk of his alliance with the Plantagenets. It
was the very point upon which the leaders of the army
had finally broken with Parliament, and the first act ofsday they had him to ride in their coach, by night en- memorable march. with his
